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third master

1. A classroom (or salón de clase) for delicate 
empiricism (or rigorous attention)

2. A classroom for a phenomenon to reveal 
itself in our consciousness

3. A classroom for contemplation or 
prolonged study of a phenomenon

4. A classroom for symbiosis or for learning 
to give everything to receive everything

5. A classroom about transformation or for 
thinking about the links between the 
parts and the whole

6. A classroom for entering the age of 
consciousness

7. A classroom for learning from connection 
or connecting scales

8. A tear or classroom for returning to the 
earth

9. A classroom for fermenting ideas

10. A classroom where the body thinks 
before the rational mind

11. A classroom for connecting the chaos of 
the cosmos

12. A classroom for learning from vegetal 
consciousness

13. A classroom for learning to live slowly

14. Incomplete architecture or a proto-forest

15. A classroom for contemplating the centre 
of the earth

16. A classroom for seeing with one eye 
looking inward and the other looking 
outward

17. A classroom for non-productivity or for 
moving toward deep thought

18. A classroom for being a crop or 
germinating seeds

19. A device for seeing all the trees at the 
same time

20. Planet eye

21. Root cloud

third master focuses on the concrete question of how learning 

occurs. It uses the figure of the classroom (salón de clase in 

Nicolás Paris’s terminology) as a conceptual and formal 

environment in which to reimagine its codes.

Each potential salón invites us to move fearlessly beyond the 

limits defined by an exhibition hall or a discipline. It posits 

that learning is a process based on the action of discovering, 

connecting, and creating bonds. It proposes a topological and 

poetic transformation that remains attentive to the different 

agents involved in the process — times, places, materials. This 

transformation can be driven by the breathing of a building, 

compacted earth, apple trees, or a seed.

third master is also an ongoing research process that began 

three years ago. As a result of the decisions made during this 

timethere have been shifts in personal aproch and institutional 

changes have been initiated, with a direct impact on the 

programmes. In this context, the educational work has 

deployed new imaginaries, incorporated new agents, 

dismantled age groups, and avoided prioritising any material 

environment over any other – whether it be children or 

families, institutional teams or the general public, the local 

woodland or craft and trade workshops, agricultural land or 

an exhibition space.

What is more, these decisions have made it possible to define 

four strategies of nature from which we can learn in relation 

to the environment in which we are situated and which can 

be replicated in other contexts: balance, symmetry, bifurcation, 

and impermanence.

third master at the FCAYC (Cerezales del Condado)
third master is deployed at the FCAYC as a pedagogical 

strategy for rethinking ourselves. It focuses on the environment 

– physical, symbolic, relational and sensitive – as an active 

agent in the learning process. It takes place through different 

visitable physical environments such as the garden, the 

stables, the wheat field, and the apple orchard, in all of which 

Nicolás Paris has intervened. These spaces aim to foster 

moments, attitudes, and atmospheres in partnership with 

some of the active programmes, and in them we can recognise 

those third masters that are all around us – water, earth, seed, 

play, bacteria, yeast, earthworm, eye, sky –as well as all their 

possible connections.

third master at the Centro de Arte FMJJ
(A Coruña and Lalín)
At the Centro de Arte Fundación María José Jove, third master 

is also launching the Classroom for fermenting ideas, a research 

laboratory and meeting space centred on a teacher in the form 

of a seed – maize: a cereal whose process of germination, 

growth and transformation we will seek to listen to, observe, 

and accompany in its rhythms. This classroom will be a 

transversal space that will connect with other projects – 

Mediated School, Root, Move a Seed, and others – to introduce 

the cereal as an educational agent in its own right and enable 

us to rethink education through patient observation.

third master
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Organised by:
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These dots were drawn randomly

It contains a spiral that is not drawn randomly. 

By connecting the dots, we can find new links and spaces 
where we can learn and teach at the same time.


