Friday, 14th of April 2010
Cerezales del Condado, Ledn

Exhibition Opening

On the 17th of April at 13.00, Fundacion Cerezales Antonino y Cinia and Fundaciéon RAC will open the
exhibition “Constructing Minimalism”. Commissioned by Carlos Roson, it is composed of 15 works by
eight artists belonging to the Fundacion RAC’s Contemporary Art private collection.

The exhibition will display pictorial works by Jonathan Monk, Imi Knoebel and Gunther Forg, sculptures
by Txomin Badiola and Liam Gillick, photographs by Santiago Sierra and Luisa Lambri and art installations
by Diego Santomé.

It will remain open until the 3" of July in the foundation’s headquarters in Cerezales del Condado.

The Fundacion Roson Arte Contemporaneo was founded in June 2007 and is housed in Pontevedra,
Galicia. It has been declared of Galician interest by the Conselleria de Cultura e Deporte and has
received the ARCO Collecting Award in 2009. Its main goal is to support culture through the production
of projects and activities that encourage artistic creation and its later promotion within the Galician
context, as well as in a wider national and international context. It enjoys a private collection of more
than 250 works by 140 artists both national and international. Aiming at promoting the dialogue
between art and the fabric of society, it has taken on the compromise of supporting contemporary
creation through the implementation of a residence program where artists from all around the world
are invited to develop specific projects that will be displayed in the foundation’s main exhibition space.
In this manner, its link with contemporary art goes beyond the mere act of art collecting and it becomes
integrated in every stage of the creative process.

For this occasion, Carlos Rosdn has selected several works in different mediums which meet in the
reinterpretation of the concept of minimalism, originated in the early 1960s and mainly developed by
resident artists in New York and Los Angeles.

In these works, minimalism is recreated in a language of reduced forms, a serial quality, a non-relational
method of composition as well as in the use of new industrial materials instead of the traditional and
the utilization of industrial production processes. Here, colour normally has a natural, expressionless
and plain appearance, whereas sculptures are not placed upon a stand or plinth but directly on the floor.

The minimalist movement was born in the 1960s thanks to artists taking formal elements from abstract
art but resorting to maximum simplification of forms, which were often reduced to geometrical shapes.
This artistic style was often followed by a philosophy that contrasted to the coetaneous Pop art
movement, as it preferred silence and calmness as well as simple mediums.

Carl André, one of the more representative artists of minimalism, said that “a man climbs a mountain
because it is there; a man makes a work of art because it is not there”.



International Artists

An Italian photographer, two German painters and two British artists are the international artists
present in “Constructing Minimalism”.

Luisa Lambri (Italy, 1969) participated in one of the residence programs offered by Fundaciéon RAC in
2008. The work displayed by Fundacién Cerezales is the result of this and consists of photographs of the
Centro Galego de Arte Contemporanea in Santiago de Compostela, a building designed by Portuguese
architect Alvaro Siza.

Her images are subjected to an abstraction process that captures sections of buildings and makes them
almost unrecognizable. In her work light becomes the predominant figure.

Lambri proposes new ways of looking at things, showing what is happening in space, not the actual
space.

Imi Knoebel (Germany, 1940) is a critically acclaimed artist in the Spanish contemporary art scene
thanks to his minimalist and abstract paintings and sculptures.

His work is very much influenced by the aesthetic principles of Bauhaus and is in a constant search of a
sensation of pureness achieved through an interactive colour-associated experience.

Gunther Forg (Germany 1952) is a prominent artist who works in different artistic disciplines such as
sculpture, photography, painting and graphic design. This creates interferences in his work. His style is
influenced by American abstract paintings. His geometrical abstract and heavily dyed pictures have a
strong decorative character and he uses lead in his works to confer them a special strength.

Jonathan Monk (United Kingdom, 1969) is one of the most interesting young artists in the
contemporary British scene. His work is based on autobiographical references and others excerpted
from the history of art as in Lost Idea, based on the work by American artist Ed Ruscha.

Liam Gillick (United Kingdom, 1964) is one of the most important artists in the 1990s. Through his work
he wants to transmit to the spectator the relationship between sculpture, furniture and architectural
elements. With his interventions, he also invites the public to go through space and experiment it in
different ways.

National Artists

Diego Santomé (Galicia, 1966) is a multidisciplinary artist who bases his work in incorporating his own

vital experience into the artistic language. He is constant search of a link between his work and society
or the shifting of the aesthetic enjoyment into the social interaction context. In this instance, by means
of an industrial material, neon, he suggests the need of returning to ourselves.

Txomin Badiola (Basque Country, 1957) became one of the best representatives of the so-called new
Basque sculpture during the 1980s. In his installations the spectator becomes the centre. He says: “I
don’t want to communicate something; | want to communicate with someone”.



Santiago Sierra (Madrid, 1966) is one of the most influential Spanish artists, working and living in
Mexico since 1995. His work hopes to underline the problems posed by capitalism to the population
while it questions established power relationships.

Entry to the exhibition is free of charge.
Opening times:

April and May 12.00 -14.00 and 16.00-19.00 (Monday closed)
June and July 12.00-14.00 and 18.00 -21.00

Guided tours for groups:
Groups must book in advance.
Telephone: +34 987342184

E-mail: fundacion@fundacioncerezalesantoninoycinia.org

Website: www.fundacioncerezalesantoninoycinia.org

Please feel free to use the attached images.

Thank you for spreading the word regarding our activities.

Yours sincerely,

Communications— Fundacién Cerezales Antonino y Cinia.



